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loss of a dear friend, when sudden and deeply agitating,
will seeni remote even after an hour of such intense
emotional experience. And the same twofold con-
sideration probably explains the well-known fact that
a year seems much shorter to the adult than to the
child. The novel and comparatively exciting im-
pressions of childhood tend to fill out time in retro-
spect, and also to throw back remote events into a
dimly discernible region.

Now, this same circumstance, the degree of vivid-
ness or of faintness of the mnemonic image, is that
which determines our idea of distance when the
character of the intervening experiences produces no
appreciable effect.1 This is most strikingly illus-
trated in those imperfect kinds of recollection in which
\ve are unable to definitely localize the mnemonic
image. To the consideration of these we will now
turn.

B. Indefinite Localization.

Speaking roughly and generally, we may say that
the vividness of an image of memory decreases in pro-
portion as the distance of the event increases. And
this is the rule which we unconsciously apply in
determining distance in time. Nevertheless, this rule
gives us by no means an infallible criterion of distance.
The very fact that different people so often dispute
about the dates and the order of past events experienced
in common, shows pretty plainly that images of the

1 Cf. Hartley, Observations on Man, Part I. ch. iii. sec. 4 (fifth edit.,
p. 391).